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(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT) Authority 

These annexes consist of a total of 5 sheets. 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 " ^l h rLl^E?Am elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
^^^S^^'T™ f Z inv t ,* tior ] ™der Article 14 are referred to in this report as S w ? 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 

2-8 as originally filed 

1 » 1 a filed with telefax on 1 9.04.2004 

Claims, Numbers 

1 " 8 filed with telefax on 1 9.04.2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/1 as originally filed 

2 ' 2JS ,o e9a - d X °^l £ n 8" a 9<\ ? l! * e elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

D ^^^^^)!^ OTX furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 

3 ' S h J e f ?ard | t0 a r y r ,ucleotlde . an ? /or amfno acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing? app,,cax,on ' tne 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go bevond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. oeyona me Disclosure 

° reC ° rded in C ° mpUter readab,e form is identical t0 the written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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(ggp*»om» sheet contoning such amertmems mu s, oe reiened to unaer Hem 1 en* annexe* to mis 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 


No: 


Claims 
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Cited documents 



The following documents (D) are cited in the search report; the numbering will be 
adhered to throughout the procedure: 

D1 : WO 01/06732 A (BRITISH TELECOMM ;NEILL ALAN WILLIAM O (GBV 

CORSON MATHEW SCOTT () 25 January 2001 (2001-01-25) 
D2: "MPLS-AN INTRODUCTION TO MULTIPROTOCOL LABEL SWITCHING" 

! V ro T L PAPER N ° RTEL NETWORK S. XX, XX, April 2001 (2001-04), pages 
1-12, XP002950989 K«a»s> 



V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive 
step and industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such 
statement 

1 . Mobile IP and MPLS (Multi Protocol label switching) are emerging technologies 
n order to offer mobile IP services in a network, which has been engineered for 
MPLS, network operators are dealing with the problem of convergence between 
the two technologies. 

The simplest approach is to deploy both technologies independently of each 
other: MPLS tunnels for engineering purposes and IP tunnels for mobile IP 
supporting. 

An alternative approach is a loose coupling between MPLS and mobile IP- home 
agent and label edge router would reside on the same network node without direct 
interacting between these two components. 

Independent method claim 1 provides an alternative method with a thigh couplinq 
between an existing static MPLS infrastructure and IP mobility services for 
transferring IP packets. 

The method comprises label switched paths configured in advance based on 
mechanisms, l.ke traffic engineering, and a modified home agent including label 
edge router capability. Packets are forwarded to a mobile host in a visited network 
exclusively by means of label switched paths, which interconnect mobility home 
and foreign agents. Thus for new mobility bindings in the home agent no creation 
or modification of label switched paths is required. 

Document D2, considered the closest prior art, discloses a multiprotocol label 
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switching wherein the MPLS nodes an agent sends a data packet to a-further 
node. 

However, document D2 does not use preconfigured paths, but forward on a hop 
by hop basis and does not examine whether a preconfigured path from the home 
agent to the foreign agent exists but it calculates for all possible not pre-configured 
paths which one is the shortest, i.e. it predetermines paths but does not use 
preconfigured route. 

In view of these considerations, it seems that the subject-matter of claim 1 is novel 
and inventive (Article 33(1 )-(3) PCT). 

2. Claims 2-7 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step (Article 33(1 )-(3) PCT). 

3. Independent claim 8 (home agent) although phrased as an apparatus is 
nevertheless a repetition of the subject-matter of method claim 1 and hence also 
meet the requirements of novelty and inventive step (Article 33(1 )-(3) PCT). 



Certain observations on the international application 

4. A clainVs subject-matter should be defined in terms of positive features indicating 
that certain technical elements are present. As a consequence the expression 
used in claim 6 "functional entities ... are co-located but not correlated should 
be avoided (Article 84 EPC). 
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